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SEE CARDIFF FOR FREE 
 
 

Cardiff is the capital, largest city and most populous county of Wales. The city is Wales' chief 
commercial centre, the base for many national cultural and sporting institutions, the Welsh 
national media, and the seat of the National Assembly for Wales. 
 
During the past 10 years Wales capital - Cardiff has firmly established itself as one of the UK’s top 
tourist destinations.  It is a lively, engaging and cosmopolitan city and has over 1,000 listed buildings, 
ranging from the more prominent buildings such as the castles, to smaller buildings, houses 
and structures. 
 
Despite being such a bustling place, it's easy to get away from it all in Cardiff's wonderful parkland, and 
if you really want to escape, you'll find a spectacular coastline and magnificent countryside within 20 
minutes' drive of the centre. 
 
 
This Travelodge guide gives you information on how you can see Cardiff for free. Included 
within this guide are:   
 
  

·  Details on major free attractions ,  museums and ar t galleries 
·  Locations of the top parks to visit  

To get the most out of your city break to Leicester book a Travelodge Saver room at £19 or £29 which 
will leave you plenty of pennies to spend on eating out and enjoying the shops! To book a Travelodge 
Saver room just go to www.travelodge.co.uk.  

A Travelodge family room will cater for two adults and two children or three adults – so there is no 
excuse not to get away this year with the family, your partner and your friends. By staying with 
Travelodge you can afford to take more short breaks this year. Wherever you are in the UK you are 
bound to find a Travelodge hotel close by.  
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Cardiff Bay is Europe's largest waterfront development. It has a freshwater lake and is home to a 
number of attractions such as Techniquest Science Discovery Centre, Craft in the Bay, The Welsh 
Assembly at the Pierhead, Butetown History and Arts Centre, Goleulong 2000 Lightship, the Norwegian 
Church Arts Centre and the brand new Wales Millennium Centre, a stunning and international arts 
centre. The bay provides a great backdrop for a leisurely walk by the waterside.  
For further information please visit: www.cardiffbay.co.uk  
   
 

 
The Cardiff Bay Centre, (known locally as ‘The Tube ’) building is an 
elliptical shape designed to make you feel as if you are standing inside a 
telescope. Situated in an enviable waterfront position, this major attraction has 
panoramic views across the Bay. Inside the Centre, visitors will be able to see 
a variety of educational exhibitions on display.  With advance notice, staff at the 
Tube will facilitate talks on the local area and a large scale model of the area 
can be viewed. A wall screen shows a short film on the history, present and 
future developments of Cardiff Bay. From the interactive display on the 
Sustainability, to Ports of Wales about the fascinating development of docks in 
Welsh history 
For further information please visit : 
www.cardiffbay.co.uk/attractions.html  

  
 
 
 
Llandaff Cathedral  stands on one of the oldest Christian sites in Britain. In the sixth century St 
Dyfrig founded a community close to the ford where the Roman road crossed the river Taff.  He 
was succeeded by St Teilo and then Teilo's nephew, St Euddogwy. These three Celtic Saints 
remain patron saints of the present Cathedral and are represented by the three mitres in the 
Cathedral badge.  Nothing remains of the original church but a Celtic Cross that stood nearby 
can still be seen near the door of the Chapter House.  
Opening times:  Call 029 2056 4554 for updated opening times 
For further information please visit : www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk/index.htm  
  
     
The new Cardiff City Centre library is a '21st century venture' complete with the very latest 
technology. The library is said to be the only city building with an environmentally friendly Breeam rating 
of 'excellent' thanks to features including a grass roof which will provide insulation in the winter, keep it 
cool in summer, reduce rain-water run off and protect the roof from UV light, therefore extending its life. 
The library is also offers spectacular views across the City.  
Opening times:  Mon to Wed & Fri 9am to 6pm, Thurs 9am to 7pm, Sat 9am to 5pm & Sun 11am to 
3pm   
For further information please visit:  
www.cardiff.gov.uk/libraries/content.asp?nav=2865,2 868,2970&parent_directory_id=2865&id=162  
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The National Museum is situated in the heart of Cardiff’s Civic Centre. 
Today it houses Wales’s national archaeology, art, geology and natural history 
collections to help tell the story of Wales. In addition it houses major touring 
and temporary exhibitions.   
The art collection at the National Museum Cardiff is one of Europe's 
finest. See five hundred years of magnificent paintings, drawings, 
sculpture, silver and ceramics from Wales and across the world, 
including one of Europe's best collections of Impressionist works. 
Opening times:  10am to 5pm Tuesday-Sunday. (Open Bank Holiday Mondays) 

For further information please visit : www.museumwales.ac.uk  
   

 
 
St Fagans:  National History Museum is set in 42 hectares (104 acres) of parkland, in the village of St 
Fagans, west of the city centre. It is situated in the grounds of the Elizabethan mansion St Fagans 
Castle , which was donated to the people of Wales by the Earl of Plymouth. An extensive collection of 
historic Welsh buildings, including a 19th-century farmyard, pottery, tannery and a Victorian schoolroom, 
have been brought from all over Wales and rebuilt in the extensive grounds. There is also a recreated 
Iron-age Celtic village on the site.  
Opening times: Call 029 2057 3500 for updated opening times 
For further information please visit:  www.museumwales.ac.uk   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Norwegian Church Arts Centre was a former Norwegian Sailors Church, is one of the landmark 

buildings situated in Cardiff Bay and has panoramic views over the 
waterfront. It is an iconic visitor attraction, renowned as the Church where 
Ronald Dahl was christened. Visitors can learn more about its fascinating 
history and Wales’ links with Norway. The Centre also offers a diverse 
programme of art exhibitions, concerts and events, and boasts one of the 
cosiest coffee shops on the waterfront. 
Opening times: 10am to 5pm daily 
For further information please visit : 
www.norwegianchurchcardiff.com  
 
 
 
 

 
Step back in time at the National Roman Legion Museum  and explore life 
in a far-flung outpost of the mighty Roman Empire. Wales was the furthest 
outpost of the Roman Empire. In AD 75, the Romans built a fortress at 
Caerleon that would guard the region for over 200 years. Built in 1850, the 
museum became part of Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales in 
1930. Today at Caerleon you can learn what made the Romans a 
formidable force and how life wouldn't be the same without them. You'll be 
able to see Exhibitions and Artefacts that show us how they lived, fought, 
worshipped and died. Enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of the beautiful 
Roman Garden. 
Opening times: Mon – Sat 10am to 5pm & Sun 2pm to 5pm  
For further information please visit: www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/roman/about/  
 

 



PARKS & OPEN SPACES 
   
 
 

Cardiff Bay Wetlands Reserve  was created in 2002 and is a great place to 
see wildlife, bird watching and to obtain great views across the bay.    
For further information call  029 2068 4000 
 

 

 

Cathays Park  consists of three garden areas: Alexandra Gardens, Gorsedd 
Gardens and Friary Gardens.  These are high quality formal parks forming 
green spaces between a number of impressive buildings.  All of the spaces are 
within Conservation Areas and many of the surrounding buildings are listed – 
which includes; the City Hall, the National Museum of Wales and University. 
Each of the three gardens has its own very different character and each retains 
its original layout.              
For further information call: 029 2068 4000  
 

 

The Fairwater Park is a place to visit for local residents. It is based around a 
prominent hilltop offering great views around Cardiff and also contains an 
intimate valley formed by Fairwater Brook. The extensive parkland is a good 
resource for casual recreation and has a spacious feel due to the panoramic 
views.                             
For further information call: 029 2068 4000 
 

             Insole Court  is a unique park which consists of a stunning series of 
ornamental features and mature trees in the grounds of Insole Court. The 
mansion was built in the 1850's for the Insole family. The quality of the mansion 
and gardens reflected the wealth of the family gained through coal exporting. 
The house and gardens were taken on by Cardiff Council in 1932.                 
For further information call:  029 2068 4000 

 

  

Llandaff Fields stretches from the city centre out to Llandaff. The mature 
avenues of trees compliment the large grassed areas to provide a most 
attractive parkland – ideal for a picnic.                                                             
For further information call: 029 2068 4000 

 
 
Roath Mill Gardens & Waterloo Gardens  are two fine examples of Edwardian 
parks.  They are connected to the nearby Roath Park by the brook that runs 
through both parks.  The parks are both well designed and cared for with a 
distinct elegance of years gone by. The parks are located in a Conservation 
Area that seeks to preserve the distinct character of the park and surrounding 
Edwardian housing.  The mix of trees, streamside plants and formal 
ornamental planting make the parks very attractive and full of interest.                                                                   
For further information call: 029 2068 4000 
 

�



Roath Park - Cardiff's most popular park still retains a classic Victorian 
atmosphere and boasts a wide variety of facilities. The park has recently been 
awarded the prestigious Green Flag award. Roath Park is full of historic and 
horticultural interest, with widely diverse environments across the park. A 30 
acre lake is formed in the park by the damming of the Nant Fawr stream. It is a 
popular facility for fishing and rowing. Other elements of the park include 
superb floral displays, the famous conservatory and high quality recreational 
areas.                                                                                                   
For further information call:  029 2068 4000 

 

The Marl  is sited next to the River Taff in the Grangetown area of the city. A 
variety of recreational facilities can be found here, including play equipment, 
sport pitches and large grassed areas. Adjacent to The Marl is Channel View 
Leisure Centre and the Cardiff Bay Water Activity Centre, which both provide 
extra leisure activities for the whole family.                                                                                 
For further information call : 029 2068 4000 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thompson's Park  is one of Cardiff's oldest parks, located in the Canton area. 
The park has a wide range of facilities and other attractions. Areas of woodland 
are mixed with open grassed areas and ornamental planting to create an area 
full of variety.                                                                                                    
For further information call:  029 2068 4000 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Victoria Park was opened in 1897. It remains as popular today as when it was 
first opened.  The park covers over 20 acres and contains a wide variety of 
recreational facilities within an attractive landscape. There's plenty to do for all 
ages. An extremely popular playground and paddling pool is the focus for 
children.  The bandstand, bowling green and floral displays may appeal to a 
wider audience. The park has recently been awarded the prestigious Green 
Flag Award due to its very high quality. There are also large grassed areas 
suitable for ball games and a range of courts with pavilion.                             
For further information call:  029 2068 4000                                            

 

The Wenallt  is an area of ancient woodland located on the ridge overlooking 
Cardiff. It is surrounded by countryside yet is close to the built up area. A good 
path network reveals the wide variety of interests including ancient beech trees, 
bluebells and great wildlife. The woodland extends down the valley sides to 
Cwm Nofydd. At the top of the hill next to the car park is a picnic area and large 
open grassed area. This is a popular spot to visit and a good viewpoint across 
the city.                                                                                                             
For further information call:  029 2068 4000 
 

 


