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Manchester is one of Britain’s coolest cities. This once industrial city has reinvented itself as a truly 
contemporary metropolis, with modern landmark buildings such as the Lowry Centre, a thriving art and 
culture scene, and world-class sport - its home to the world famous Manchester United Football 
Club. It’s often cited as the world’s first industrialised city, and elements of Manchester’s industrial past 
can be found as you travel throughout the city. It’s this dramatic mix of old and new that gives 
Manchester its unique character. 

The city’s attractions – from the museums and galleries, to sports stadiums and music venues – offer 
something for everyone. In addition Manchester is a shopping destination in its own right, even rivalling 
the reputation of London. Manchester Fashion Market is the first dedicated fashion market in the North 
West; King Street is destination designer labels; the Arndale Centre is full of high street bargains; and 
Affleck’s Palace is a labyrinth of independent boutiques.   

The Manchester music scene is one of the world’s most innovative, original and exciting places for both 
making music and going out to listen to it. The city is full of intimate music venues for live music fans, 
and if you want to experience Manchester’s clubs and bars, head to the Northern Quarter, Deansgate 
and Castlefield. 

 
This Travelodge city guide will show you how you can see the best of Manchester… for free.  Included 
within this guide is Information on:   
 
·  Free attractions to visit  

·  Free museums and art galleries to enjoy  

·  Locations of parks to visit   

To get the most out of your break to Manchester book a Travelodge Saver room at £19 or £29 which will 
leave you plenty of pennies to spend on eating out and shopping.  To book a Travelodge Saver room 
just go to www.travelodge.co.uk.  

A Travelodge family room will cater for two adults and two children or three adults – so there is no 
excuse not to get away this year with the family, your partner and your friends. By staying with 
Travelodge you can afford to take more short breaks this year. Wherever you are in the UK you are 
bound to find a Travelodge hotel close by.  

  A Travelodge Family Room 

 



FREE ATTRACTIONS 
 

Manchester Town Hall  was opened in 1877 and with its imposing Gothic-style 
façade is one of the city's major landmarks. One of its courtyards, complete with 
cobbled pavement and gas lamps, has frequently been used for television costume 
dramas. The interior with its wonderful sweeping staircase is just as formidable 
while the Great Hall contains a selection of paintings by Ford Madox Brown. 
Guided tours are available on request and rooms can be hired out. Book signings, 
church meetings and old fashioned tea dances all take place here from time to 
time. 

       Opening times : open daily 9am to 5pm 
       For further information please visit: www.manchester.gov.uk 
 
 
 

The Manchester Central Library  was designed by Vincent Harris in 1930 and 
formally opened in 1934 by King George V. The architecture is beautiful and the 
round reading room is of particular interest. Divided into departments, the top floor 
has a very good linguistic and foreign language department with audio facilities. 
Census material and historical documents about Manchester are also kept here 
on microfiche. There is also a well appointed café and a small theatre in the 
basement 

         Opening times: Mon to Thurs 9am to 8pm, Fri & Sat 9am to 5pm closed Sun   
         For further information please visit:  www.manchester.gov.uk/libraries/central/
   
 

 
The medieval Manchester Cathedral  sits peacefully on the northern side of 
downtown Manchester, an area that has seen extensive regeneration and 
development in recent years. Though the structure has seen its share of changes, 
these have taken place over hundreds of years, not like the rapid redevelopment of 
the Millennium Quarter surrounding it. 
The full name of the cathedral is The Cathedral and Collegiate Church of St Mary, 
St Denys and St George. Designed in the Perpendicular Gothic style that is 
endemic to England, the strong vertical lines of the church and its windows soar 
perpetually upwards. 

       The present structure retains elements that are almost 600 years old and has even 
       survived a bomb blast during World War II.  
       Opening times : 10am to 5pm apart from Sat 10am to 4.30pm  
       For further information please visit : www.manchestercathedral.org 
 
 

  
St Anne’s Church - Built in local pink sandstone, St Anne’s is an elegant, neo-    
classical building dating from 1712, and often ascribed to Sir Christopher Wren or 
one of his pupils. It is a Grade 1 listed building of historic and architectural merit. Its 
distinguished round arched windows with two-storey Corinthian pilasters is typical of 
the classical revival style, as is the large rounded apse at the high altar end of       
the church.  The church tower is said to mark the exact centre of the city of       

                  Manchester, and was at one time used as a platform from which surveyors could 
          make distance measurements - the cut arrow benchmark can still be found to the 
                  left of the tower doorway. St Ann's is the only one of the 19 city centre churches 
    built in the 18th century to survive. It was restored by Alfred Waterhouse in 1891. 
    Free recitals and musical performances are often on offer here at lunchtime.  
    Opening times : Daily 9.45am to 4.45pm apart from Sunday 8.45am to 4.45pm 
    For further information please visit : www.stannsmanchester.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



�
St Mary's Church  marks the site of the first purpose-built Roman Catholic Church 
in England since the Reformation and was erected in 1794. The present building 
dates from 1848 and was designed by Weightman and Hadfield. It is locally better 
known as "The Hidden Gem", after being described thus by a visiting dignitary, and 
it is widely signposted as such around the city, though it lies tucked away just off 
Brazennose Street off Albert Square and is missed by many passers-by.  
The influential Victorian architect and critic, Augustus Welby Pugin expressed his 
personal dislike for the building, but this was almost certainly a biased view and  

       sour grapes on his part, as his own design for the church had been rejected. The 
       building was nevertheless well received by its contemporaries and its popularity 
       has persisted over the subsequent two centuries so that it is deservedly regarded 
       as a Manchester treasure - well worth a look on your way to Manchester Town Hall 
       or the Central Reference Library nearby. Later additions to the church include  
       Norman Adams' paintings of the Stations of the Cross - lively images which              
       contrast markedly with the 19th century interior of the church.  
       Opening times:  8am to 4pm daily  
       For further information please visit:  www.hiddengem.catholicfaith.co.uk 
 
 

 
  Chetham's School of Music & Library is the oldest complete structural building  
  in the city. Made of red sandstone the buildings were erected in 1421 as  
  dormitories and quarters for the cathedral clergy grouped around a central   
  courtyard with an entrance gate. After the Reformation the buildings were  
  purchased in 1653 by Sir Humphrey Chetham, a textile merchant.  His will of 1653   
  made provision for the foundation of a charity school together with a free public  
  library, and he left money to stock the 'chained' library and to establish other  
  libraries in the area. The library is the oldest public library in the world and has   

                     over 70,000 books. In 1845 Frederick Engels spent hours studying here  
      with his friend Karl Marx. 
      Opening times:  Library only: Mon-Fri: 9:30am -12:30pm, 1:30pm -4:30pm   
      For further information please call : 0161 834 9644 
 
 
 

 
The Portico Library  was opened in 1806, following a decision taken by a group of 
Manchester businessmen in 1803 to found an institute uniting the advantages of a 
newsroom and a library. It is a listed Grade II* building of Runcorn stone, a fine 
example of Neo-Classical architecture designed by Thomas Harrison, architect of 
the earlier Liverpool Lyceum and a leading exponent of the classical revival of 
which the Portico is one of the finest examples. 
The site chosen was 'the most elegant and retired street in town' according to John 
Dalton. Money was raised by subscription and the subscribers became 
shareholders in the Library. It was an immediate success, combining as it did 
newsroom, library and a club. The Gallery is situated under the recently        
restored dome of the Portico Library which was opened in 1806. Although the        

       Portico is a private subscription Library the Gallery is open to the public free of 
      charge.        
      Opening times : Mon to Fri 9.30am to 4.30pm   
      For further information please visit : www.theportico.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ART GALLERIES & MUSEUMS  
 
 

The Lowry  is a spectacular home to the arts and entertainment with a wealth of 
activity under one roof! Inside this magnificent building you will find two stunning 
theatres, The Lyric (the largest stage in England outside London) and the more 
intimate Quays, offering a variety of performance from ballet, drama, opera, 
comedy music and family entertainment. The Lowry Galleries showcase changing 
exhibitions by one of Britain's best loved artists, LS Lowry, as well as paintings, 
sculpture and photography by artists of local, national and international renown. 
With cafe's, a restaurant and gift shops all set against          

      spectacular waterside views it offers a magnificent day out. 
                                  Opening times : Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 8pm. On Sunday and   
       Monday the building closes at 6pm. 
       For further information please visit:  www.thelowry.com 
 

 
The Urbis  is Located at the heart of Manchester city centre. It is an innovative 
attraction dedicated to urban culture, with exhibitions on everything from the future 
of cities to the history of punk rock. It also includes exhibitions on contemporary art 
& design, gardening, music and the city environment.  
Opening times: Daily 10am to 6pm 
For further information please visit: www.urbis.org.uk 
 

 
                
Formerly known as the City Art Gallery, the Manchester Art Gallery  houses what 
is claimed to be one of Britain's best art collections and has recently undergone a 
£35m makeover. This is the largest of Manchester's Art Galleries, and houses an 
extensive collection of paintings, sculptures and ceramics, with paintings by Turner, 
Stubbs and Gainsborough. The collection includes over 2,000 oil paintings, 3,000 
watercolours, 250 sculptures and over 10,000 prints. It also houses one of the 
largest collections of Pre-Raphaelite paintings in the world, with paintings by Hunt, 

                   Rossetti, Madox Brown, Burne-Jones, Arthur Hughes and others. The Decorative 
      Arts Collections include some 12,000 artefacts from various  periods and cultures 
      including ceramics, glass and furniture. There is an on-site café and shop. Free 30 
      minute guided tours every Saturday and Sunday at 2.30pm. (Please check before 
                   setting off as times may change). 
      Opening times : Tuesday-Sunday 10am – 5pm. Closed Mondays except          
                   Bank Holidays                                                        
                   For further information please visit: www.manchestergalleries.org  
 
 

The Cornerhouse  ranks as one of central Manchester's prime visual arts centres 
and galleries with its three exhibition galleries, three cinemas, bookshop, video 
library, café and bar. It is a regular social venue for Manchester glitterati. Its regular 
exhibitions, often controversial and usually fairly avante garde, include a wide range 
of contemporary paintings, sculpture, photography, media and installations. It also 
operates a regular programme of events and talks on related visual arts topics - 
usually, a talk will be available to accompany every exhibition.  
Opening times: Closed Mon, Tue to Sat 12.00 noon to 8pm & Sun 2pm to 6pm 
For further information please visit:  www.cornerhouse.org  

   
 

The Whitworth Art gallery  is owned by the University of Manchester, and is famous 
for its collection of textiles and wallpapers. It houses the largest collection outside of 
London. In addition it holds a fine collection of British watercolours, prints, drawings, 
sculpture and modern art. It has permanent and visiting exhibitions. It  is rated as one 
of the UK's best art galleries, many modern artists are represented in its collections, 
including Moore, Hepworth, Paolozzi, Bacon, Blake, Hockney, Lowry and many 
others. The building was originally bequeathed to the University by Sir Joseph 
Whitworth, after whom it was named, and who typified the Victorian entrepreneur. 

  Opening times : 10am- 5pm Mon to Sat and 2pm-5pm on Sun. 
  For further information please visit: www.manchester.ac.uk/whitworth  
 



The Chinese Arts Centre  was first established in 1986 and now acts as a national 
agency, which promotes commissions and exhibits Chinese artists. It exhibits British 
born and international contemporary Chinese artists at its gallery and develops touring 
exhibitions. Touring exhibitions include the groundbreaking Representing The People 
(1999) which presented a new generation of contemporary artists from mainland 
China to British audiences and Made in China, an exhibition of contemporary Chinese 
design (2001-2003)  
Opening times:  Tues - Sat: 10am to 5pm and Sun - Mon: Closed 

  For further information please visit : www.chinese-arts-centre.org 
 
     
 
 

The Museum of Science and Industry , offers a wide range of permanent galleries and  
special blockbuster exhibitions. There's truly something for all ages and you could easily 
spend a half or full day at the Museum. Take your pick from enthralling galleries including the 
brand-new Xperiment, where you can get hands-on with interactive exhibits. Other galleries 
include the Power Hall, Air & Space Hall, Underground Manchester (with a trip into a Victorian 
Sewer!) and Fibres, Fabrics and Fashion with demonstrations of working cotton machinery.  
Opening times : Daily 10.00am to 5.00pm 
For further information please visit:  www.mosi.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

�
 The Cube  is one of Europe’s most exciting art, architecture and design   
 centres, dedicated to broadcasting the ideas and issues that lie behind the 
 buildings, spaces and cultural networks that make up our built environment.    
 Opening times: 12.00 noon to 5.30pm Tue to Fri and 12.00 to 4.00pm Sat   
 and sun 
 For further information please visit : www.cube.org.uk 
� � � �

�
�
�
�

Museum of Transport  offers a large, well-maintained collection of over 80 historical buses, 
trams and commercial vehicles, so visitors can see how road transport has evolved and  
developed over the years. There is also an extensive archive collection of over 80,000 items,  
from bus tickets and posters to timetables. However, the real selling point for many people is  
Undoubtedly the chance to see what it is like to be the driver of an original 1920s open-top bus  
and to take a look at a full-size model of a modern tram. 
Opening times : 10am to 4.30pm daily throughout Aug and then just Wed, Sat, Sun and Bank 
Holidays 
For further information please visit:  www.gmts.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Imperial War Museum  utilises many new and innovative modern exhibition design 
techniques and has used the very latest interactive technologies to enhance the visitor 
experience. There are still some  conventional glass cases with memorabilia and exhibits 
to satisfy the more conservative visitor, as well as there being occasional free standing 
artefacts of war - a field guns, a Russian tank, and a Harrier Jet, among others. The 
Museum's interactive multimedia facilities elevate it from being merely another dry 
exhibition space to produce a truly 21st century centre aimed at bringing the stark realities        
of war to visitors of all ages. The museum also has an extensive art collection with         
paintings and drawings commissioned during the two World Wars, as well as collections         

        of photographs, film and other period documentation.                               
        Opening times: Open daily from 10am to 6pm from March-October, and closes at 5pm 
        from Nov-Feb 
        For further information please visit : www.iwm.org.uk 
 



The People’s History Museum  is based in an Edwardian pumping station which 
provided hydraulic power to the city of Manchester from 1909 to 1972. It houses the 
galleries of the National Labour Museum (which was formerly in the TUC building in 
Princess Street). The collection includes over 300 banners associated with workers' 
groups and Trades Unions. It is dedicated to the ordinary people of Britain and traces 
their living and working conditions through lively reconstructions, videos, 
demonstrations and exhibits.  There are recreations of the infamous Peterloo Massacre 
of 1819, life in the cotton mills, the work of women and children in factories, and a recreation of a 1930s 
Co-op  shop. Material also includes exhibits of the Women's Suffragette                   
Movement, and the Pankhursts.  
Opening times:  Tues to Sun 11am to 4.30pm, closed on Mondays.  
For further information please visit:  www.phm.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

The Greater Manchester Police Museum  takes you back to VVictorian 
Manchester, not the city of commerce and corporate splendor but a hidden city of 
gas lamps and narrow alleys, of slums and unruly alehouses. Now imagine a 
busy police station in the heart of that city from where police officers arrested 
criminals and upheld the law. History is brought back to life at the Police 
Museum. Venture into the original Victorian cells with their wooden pillows and 
the Charge office of Newton Street Police Station where time has stood still for 
over 120 years. Explore the galleries containing historic police equipment and 
uniforms from the region. Uncover the fascinating world of                 

          forgery and forensic science. Admire the polished wood panels and stained  
                       glass of a genuine 1895 Magistrates' Court. The transport gallery contains a 
          variety of vehicles used by the police from the 1950s to the modern day. The 
          museum also possesses extensive archive and photographic collections that 
          may be viewed by prior arrangement.  
          Opening times : Tuesday 10.30am to 3.30pm – other weekdays by  
          appointment only. Closed weekends 
          For further information please visit: www.gmp.police.uk 
 
   
 
 
 

 
Manchester Museum  
Explore the world at the Manchester Museum with its four  floors of displays and exhibitions in 
15 galleries featuring collections from all over the world. See the famous Egyptology galleries;  
The world of nature featuring mammals, birds and live animals; ethnology collections from 
South America and the Museum's own collections of fossils and minerals. Please telephone for 
arranging group bookings. 

   Opening hours: Sun/ Mon 11am to 4pm & Tues to Sat 10am to 5pm   
   For further information please visit: www.manchester.ac.uk/museum 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARKS 

Manchester offers 138 parks, gardens and open spaces to explore and relax within. Listed below are 
details of some of the best parks to visit in Manchester – why not take a picnic and make the most of 
your visit.    

Whitworth Park is an 18 acre (7.28 hectare) park in central Manchester presented to the 
City Council by the Whitworth Trustees in 1905.  The Whitworth Art Gallery is located in 
the park opposite the Manchester Royal Infirmary.  The closest of the larger parks to the 
City Centre, it is popular at lunchtimes with workers from the hospital and nearby 
Rusholme. Facilities include a five-a-side floodlit football pitch and children's play area. 
There is also access for disabled people. 
 Address:  Oxford Road, Manchester 

Alexandra Park was opened in 1870; it lies two miles from the city centre. Designed by 
Alexander Hennel, this was the first park to incorporate sports facilities as well as 
ornamental features. One of the 60 acre (24.28 hectare) park's features was a raised 
terrace lined with a half mile long avenue of lime trees. The avenue, which still survives, 
was designed as a place for families to stroll together and was an attempt to keep working 
men out of alehouses on their day of rest!  There is a fishing lake with an island sanctuary, 

 nature trail, sporting facilities and children's play area.         
 Address:  Whalley Range, Manchester, main entrance Russell Street, Moss Side 

Platt Fields Park is two miles from the city centre. This 100 acre (40 hectare) park is one 
of Manchester's major open spaces. The park was laid out over the winter of 1908-09, 
during a period of high unemployment, giving work to over 700 unemployed men.  Platt 
Fields Park was formally opened in May 1910. It has football pitches, tennis courts, a 
bowling green and swimming pool.                 
Address:  Mabfields Road, Fallowfield, M14 6LP 

Birchfields Park  is a 32 acre (24.28 hectare) park. On one side of the park is a stone 
garden and natural habitat and on the other is a nature trail, playing field and children's 
play areas.  An unusual feature of the park is a 13 ton boulder unearthed by a building 
contractor during excavations on a local housing estate and presented to the park as a 
curiosity piece. 
Address:  Birchfields Road/Dickenson Road, Rusholme 

Boggart Hole is a beauty spot in North Manchester. The name Boggart Hole refers to a 
local legend that the area is haunted by a mischievous spirit or 'boggart. The 190 acre (77 
hectare) park is on an ancient historical site with a number of narrow valleys.  These 
'cloughs' range from steep ravines to gentle sloping gullies. Tennis courts, basketball 
courts, athletics track, boating lake, fishing, orienteering course, multi court and play 
areas. The park also stages a number of outdoor events including summer                      

         fundays and the annual bonfire and fireworks display.   
 Address : Clough, Rochdale Road, Blackley 

Wythenshawe Park  includes woodland walks, football pitches, tennis courts, children’s' 
play areas, bowling greens, crazy golf and pitch and putt.  There is also a Horticultural 
Centre and Community Farm. In the heart of the park is Wythenshawe Hall, built in 1540 
by Robert Tatton. In 1926, when the Tatton estate was sold to provide housing, the Hall 
and Park became an art gallery and recreational centre.  The Hall has several rooms open 
to the public, on display is an exhibition detailing the history of the house and the family. At 
the rear of the Hall are Victorian gardens, and facing the house is a statue of Oliver 
Cromwell, whose troops occupied it in 1644.               
Address:  Altrincham Road, Wythenshawe 

Fletcher Moss Park & Botanical Gardens  is located in the Didsbury district of South 
Manchester. This park was a gift from Alderman Fletcher Moss.  The 21 acre (8.5 hectare) 
garden, containing many unusual plants and flowers, has retained many of its features 
including rock and heather gardens. A pergola, planted fountain and alpine house have 
been added to the collection of herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees. There are also tennis         
courts and a picnic area.                     

         Address : Millgate Lane, Didsbury  


